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     October  to  December 2010   

Trust News 

SLNT Youth Chapter Members Attend COP 16  

 The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) is an international environmental for-

mal agreement established in 1992 to control anthropogenic 

emissions of greenhouse gases which could potentially inter-

fere with the global climate system. Parties to the Conven-

tion meet annually to discuss various strategies and gain 

concurrence on policies. The 16 th  Session of the Conference 

of Parties (COP 16) was held in Cancun, Mexico. Each of the 

192 Parties to the Convention was formally represented by a 

delegation who participated in the negotiations.     
  

Initially, the Saint Lucian delegation comprised of the Prime 

Minister, Honourable Stephenson King, Ambassador Dr. 

June Soomer and a team from the Department of Sustain-

able Development and Environment. However, for more ef-

fective action on Climate Change, governments strongly re-

quire the influence, participation and fresh ideas of all as-

pects of civil society. This definitely includes youth, whose 

futures are at stake. As such, the government invited to two 

youngsters to join its delegation. Nycole Joseph and Akini 

Theobalds from the Saint Lucia National Trust Youth Chap-

ter accepted the Prime Ministerõs invitation to be part of his 

delegation. It was an honour to be registered as part of the 

official delegation as we were not restricted access to any 

activity scheduled during the process.  

Upon arrival in Cancun it was made obvious that much effort 

is put into maintaining clean surroundings, to their carefully 

manicured lawns and to their measures for garbage collection 

and recycling. The well organized eco -bus system was fuelled 

by 100% biodiesel and the rooms where sessions were facili-

tated were lit by energy provided by wind turbines.  

Cancun Messe was the location for all Side Events and activi-

ties held by Non Governmental Organizations. Over 100 stalls 

were found in Hall C, each equipped with valuable material on 

Climate Change and other environmental issues. Many coun-

tries had designated pavilions to host their own events or 

meeting sessions. Situated next to the dining area, was a mas-

sive screen which televised environmental documentaries, the 

High Level Segment and there was also a stage where the Ma-

riachi Band performed. Cancun Messe was also the place 

where protest actions were staged, the majority of which were 

instigated by young people.  

From there, a shuttle system transported persons to Moon 

Palace. The conference hotel was the home of the negotiations, 

press briefings and meetings of groups other than the COP, 

including the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS). There, 

the Small Island Developing States met every morning at 8 for 

briefings of the dayõs agenda and updates from the previous 

dayõs sessions. Most importantly, the High Level Segment 

which began on Tuesday 7 th  December was held there. The 

highlight of the UNFCCC COP 16 was a truly exciting event. 

The air was abuzz as everyone from countries worldwide, 

poured into the enormous conference room to take their seats. 

There were three strategically placed large overhead screens 

to provide proper visual of the proceedings. The High Level 

Segment continued until Thursday 9 th  December. Keeping in 

mind that scores of activities were coinciding with this event, 

CCTV screens were set up at strategic  points to allow persons 

to view the proceedings without being confined to the confer-

ence room.  
 

The final day of the Conference dawned with low expectations 

for promising decisions. However, due to the early flight sched-

uled for the Saint 

Lucian delega-

tion to depart 

Mexico, we exited 

Moon Palace long 

before the High 

Level Segment 

concluded and 

without hearing 

the final deci-

sions.  
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(From  cover story)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Overall, nations approved of compromised text overruling objections by Bolivia. It was agreed that a 

UN Climate Green Fund will be established as a long term finance institution. This will be governed 

by climate authorities under the UNFCCC with a 24 -member board that balances representation 

between developed and developing nations. The Green Fund is intended to raise and disburse $100 

billion a year by 2020 to assist poor developing nations in adapting to impacts of climate change and 

investing in low carbon development. UNFCCC Executive Secretary,  Christiana Figueres, stated 

that she expects details of this  fast -start financing from industrialized countries soon so the secre-

tariat can compile the information that shows clearly the amounts that have been raised and are being disbursed.  
 

A Committee was formed for the UN Technology Mechanism for the up -scale of transfer of environmentally -friendly technolo-

gies to help the developing world build its own sustainable, low -emissions future and aid in adaptation.  

Deforestation is estimated to contribute up to one -fifth of global carbon emissions.  REDD+ projects ð Reducing Emissions from 

Deforestation and Forest Degradation ð is created to place a financial value for the carbon stored in forests, offering incentives 

for developing countries to reduce emissions from forested lands and invest in low -carbon paths to sustainable development. It 

includes conservation and sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon absorption.  
 

Documents also state that higher global reductions in carbon emissions are necessary but do not outline mechanisms for achiev-
ing the pledges made by developed countries. Unfortunately, the negotiations did not lead to the formation of a legally bindi ng 
agreement for any of its measures. It is an issue that has been rolled over to COP 17, in Durban South Africa next year.                                         
                                            
                                                                                                                                        Nycole Joseph  

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) formed the Florida & Caribbean 

Fire & Invasives Learning Network in 2008 òto engage stake-

holders across the region to share knowledge, actions, abilities 

and concerns regarding the interrelated land management fields 

of fire and invasive plantsó (www.tncfire.org ). The region, accord-

ing to TNC, has some of the richest biodiversity in the world and 

some of the most threatened landscapes. It is envisioned that through the Network its members 

will develop the capacity to address these twin threats.  

On December 7, 2010 members of the Florida and Caribbean Fire and Invasives Learning Net-

work gathered in Orlando, Florida for a three -day meeting. Members included representatives of 

national/regional governments, conservation NGOs and fire response entities from the Bahamas, 

Central Florida, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, South Florida 

and Trinidad & Tobago.  For the first time the Saint Lucia National Trust was asked to attend with Saint Luciaõs team, 

which comprised the Forestry Department and the Fire Service.   

Day 1 of the meeting laid the foundation for the rest of the week. Each country/region made a presentation about their man-

agement areas, primarily national parks and forest reserves, and the threats posed by specific invasive species and fires.  F or 

Saint Lucia, the Pigeon Island National Landmark (PINL) was used as the management area. The group identified the Lem-

ongrass as the invasive and demonstrated how its pervasiveness along the slopes on the Landmark has contributed to the 

fires experienced at PINL. The day ended with two afternoon sessions lead by TNC and focused on using controlled fires as a 

tool to manage invasive species.  

Day 2 got off to an early start as the group set off on a field trip to TNCõs Disney Wilderness Preserve located just south of 

Orlando and a little over an hourõs drive from our hotel.  Our arrival at the Preserve was ôobservedõ by a small herd of deer 

that seemed as curious about the group of mostly Caribbean nationals, as we were about them.  After this initial bit of excit e-

ment the group settled in the Preserveõs meeting room where TNC and Florida state employees presented on the manage-

ment tools and strategies that have provided the most success in controlling invasive plant species. These included GPS/GIS 

technology, aerial photography, the low -technology and inexpensive hiking, and appropriate use of herbicides.  

Following a briefing on the Disney Wilderness Preserve, the group was taken on a short tour of the Preserve and to a clearing  

where a few members of the TNC fire team were scheduled to conduct a Prescribed Burning Demonstration. However, be-

cause of inappropriate weather conditions the ôBurnõ was cancelled. Instead the Team Leader outlined the steps involved in 

planning and conducting a controlled burn.  

The final day of the meeting was spent summarising lessons learnt and planning the way forward for the Network.  Ms. Kris-

tina Serbesoff -King of TNC led an exercise in which participants were, based on stated criteria, to prioritise the different in-

vasive plants within the Disney Wilderness Preserve for control.  This was followed by a break -out session for Network mem-

bers to develop a fire management plan for their regions. The meeting closed with an agreed plan of action to formalize the 

relationship between TNC and the various governmentsõ of countries/regions in the Network during the coming year.  

Getting  Fired Up 

about Invasives  

                               Denia George  

Fire Team describes steps 

involved in planning and   

executing a controlled fire.  

Akini & Nycole strike a pose  

http://www.tncfire.org


3  

About three years ago the Council of the Trust decided to embark on a pro-

gramme to reduce the organisationõs carbon footprint. The carbon footprint of 

an organisation is the number of tonnes of carbon equivalent ( tCO 2 eq ) it 

emits in the course of its operations in any one year. In response to this deci-

sion, we are receiving assistance from the Caribbean Renewable Energy De-

velopment Programme and GTZ to calculate our Carbon Footprint. While this 

work is going on, we have changed all our lighting to energy efficient lamps, 

implemented a maintenance programme for our air conditioning units, 

switched to ozone friendly refrigerants and installed glazing on our windows 

to reduce heat gain. The most significant initiative to date is the installation 

of 54 solar panels on the roof of the Interpretation Centre to generate electric-

ity from the sun. This was made possible through the support of the Sustain-

able Development and Environment Section of the Ministry of Physical Devel-

opment and the Environment and with funding of EC$239,000 from the Euro-

pean Union Special Framework of Assistance. In addition LUCELEC has come on board with an agreement to install a net 

meter, which allows the system to be connected to the electricity grid and record the net amount of electricity we use.  

The panels, which were commissioned in February 2010, have an 

installed capacity of 12 kilowatts (kW) and since their installation 

have generated in excess of 14,000kWh of electricity. This has 

saved the Trust approximately EC$ 12,200 in electricity costs and 

in the process avoided the release of over 17,000 tCO 2 eq.   

We will be exploring rain water harvesting opportunities at Pi-

geon Island and following the receipt of the report on our carbon 

footprint, we intend to explore other initiatives to further reduce 

our carbon footprint.  

 

Bishnu Tulsie  

 

Saint Lucia National Trust Going Green  

New Arrivals!!  

Congratulations and best wishes to two of our staff members who recently added a new member to their 

families.  Accountant, Lloyd Jn. Pierreõs wife, gave birth to a  cuddly  little boy in November, while Ad-

ministrative Officer, Mrs. Barbara Antoine, delivered  an adorable baby girl  in December.   

From all  accounts both  moms and their little bundles of joy are doing well.  

May their newborn fill their  lives with happiness and their hearts with love.  

Congratulations once again to  the  Antoine and Jn. Pierre families.   

Solar panels on roof of Interpretation Centre  

 

 

¶ The 34th  Annual General Meeting  of the Saint Lucia National Trust takes place on January 22 , 2011 at the National 

Insurance Corporation Conference Room from 1:30 pm.  

¶ Taste the World International Food Fair has been scheduled for March 27, 2011. It promises to be bigger and better this 

time around.  

¶ The SLNT Southern Office, under the OPAAL Project, will be undergoing much needed refurbishment. More support is 

also expected  in the form of training and disbursement of tools and equipment, for  livelihoods within the PSEPA.      
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The Sustainable 

Livelihoods Sub Pro-

ject has stepped into 

high gear following 

the completion of the 

Feasibility Study in 

August this year. 

The study formed a 

critical part of the 

sub project and was 

geared towards as-

sessing the socio-

economic viability of 

various economic 

livelihoods within 

the Pointe Sable Environmental Protection Area 

(PSEPA) so as to determine which areas are feasi-

ble and sustainable. A major finding of the report 

was that there is need to develop programmatic 

and comprehensive approaches to the develop-

ment of livelihoods within the PSEPA with a view 

to promoting and enhancing the tourism potential 

of specific sites within the PSEPA. It was discov-

ered that the livelihoods, namely, fishing, char-

coal production, seamoss farming, crafts produc-

tion and horseback riding in themselves are not 

viable but if developed into sustainable tourism 

products, would stand a better chance of thriving.  

The report also recommended that the resource 

users within the PSEPA need to form themselves 

into a cooperative and approach their livelihoods 

development in an integrated manner.  

The livelihoods deemed viable by the study in-

clude: horse- back riding, crafts, the fisheries sec-

tor and certain water sports such as kite surfing 

and kayaking. Regarding seamoss farming, char-

coal production and fishing, the report made it 

clear that there must be a linkage with tourism in 

order that they may thrive in this competitive 

and ever changing environment. Finally the re-

port recommended that one agency should be 

given the sole responsibility of undertaking and 

driving this comprehensive programme in order  

that there may be sustainable tourism and live-

lihood development within the PSEPA. This re-

port emanated from extensive consultations 

with key stakeholders within the Vieux -Fort 

area and an in depth analysis of the socio -

economic and political environment within 

which these livelihoods operate. As a result of 

this feasibility study and its recommendations 

as to which livelihoods are viable, the OPAAL 

project developed and financed training in the 

following areas: Agro -tourism, crafts, kayaking, 

snorkelling, entrepreneurship, product develop-

ment and branding. Training has been com-

pleted in agro tourism where participants learnt 

how to improve their specific products and how 

to enhance their tourism potential. This was 

done through a series of lectures and a field 

visit to tourism sites in Saint Lucia, including 

Pigeon Island. Training in the other areas is 

expected to commence in January 2011.  

The next step is for the trainees, once they have 

completed the training programmes, to apply to 

the Trust for small grant funds to be used for 

the purchase of tools, material and equipment 

to improve and en-

hance their various 

products. The small 

grants provide up to 

US$7000.00 per live-

lihood enterprise. 

Such assistance is 

important as it is 

recognised that the 

resource users within 

the PSEPA may not 

be able to access 

funds from other 

sources. Hence this 

grant is a means of 

assisting them in growing their livelihoods in a 

sustainable manner.  

The Sustainable Livelihoods Sub Project ends in 

May 2011.                        

                          Anthony Sammie  

The Sustainable Livelihoods Project Moves into High Gear 

Facilitator poses with  trainee  

Trainee  receiving certificate  
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On Saturday, Octo-

ber 30, Hurricane 

Tomas, a category 1 

hurricane, hit Saint 

Lucia and dumped 

over 23 inches of 

rain on the island. 

Reports indicate 

that up to 7 con-

firmed deaths were caused by the system and it is 

estimated that millions of dollars in infrastructural 

damage was sustained.  
 

Twenty three properties including many of the off -

shore islands, Pigeon Island National Landmark 

(PINL) and the Morne Historic Area have been 

vested in, leased to, or owned by the Saint Lucia 

National Trust. The Trust is responsible for their 

care and conservation.  
 

Despite the devastating effects of Hurricane 

Tomas, the National Trustõs sites sustained no sig-

nificant damage. Business operations returned to 

normal at PINL, the Trustõs flagship site on 

Wednesday, November 3 rd.  

A walk through 

the Landmark 

revealed no sig-

nificant dam-

age. The ruins 

and Interpreta-

tion Centre re-

mained intact. 

There was some 

minor flooding 

in the office; however, no furniture or equipment 

were affected. The grounds were littered with 

fallen branches and leaves. Two large trees were 

uprooted by the wind and there was some beach 

erosion at both beaches. Sand loss occurred primar-

ily as a result of rainwater runoff from the higher 

grounds into the sea. Like most Saint Lucians, 

the Landmark experienced a water shortage 

and steps were taken to minimize water con-

sumption. Additionally, a pump was purchased 

and an empty storage tank was used to collect 

river water to flush the toilets at PINL.    
  

The Morne Historic Area refers to a series of 

historic sites on Morne Fortuné managed by  

the Trust ð Prevost Park and Guard Cells; the 

Inniskilling Monument; Apostles Battery; 

Powder Magazine; and Military Cemetery. The 

ruins and other historical buildings within the 

Morne Historic Area sustained no visible dam-

age from Hurricane Tomas. Trees and 

branches were blown down by the wind, how-

ever, no significant damage was recorded.  
 

A major drainage works project completed at 

Pigeon Island in May of 2009 with financial 

support 

from the 

Canadian 

Govern-

ment 

mitigated 

damages 

that may 

have been 

caused by 

flooding. 

The pro-

ject, which included backfilling flood prone ar-

eas and improving the system of drains, sig-

nificantly reduced flood events in the Land-

mark. Regular tree pruning and general main-

tenance at Pigeon Island and other Trust prop-

erties helped ensure that some of Saint Luciaõs 

most valuable heritage properties survived 

Hurricane Tomas.  

 

Hats off to the National Trust Grounds and 

Maintenance Staff, Customer Service Officers, 

two temporary workers and two members of 

the Youth Chapter for working assiduously to 

re-open both sites.  

                                           
                                                               Denia George  

Tomas and the Trust 

 

Food for Thought   
 

ñIf a man walks in the woods for love of them half of 
each day, he is in danger of being regarded as a 
loafer. But if he spends his days as a speculator, 
shearing off those woods and making the earth bald 
before her time, he is deemed an industrious and 
enterprising citizen.ò 

From left to right: Jonel Marshall -Youth member,  Marcellus 

George,  Augustin Paul,  Alexander Paul  and Mick Pascal 

another youth member.  

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_a_man_walks_in_the_woods_for_love_of_them_half/327759.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_a_man_walks_in_the_woods_for_love_of_them_half/327759.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_a_man_walks_in_the_woods_for_love_of_them_half/327759.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_a_man_walks_in_the_woods_for_love_of_them_half/327759.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_a_man_walks_in_the_woods_for_love_of_them_half/327759.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_a_man_walks_in_the_woods_for_love_of_them_half/327759.html
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Staff, members and friends of the Saint Lucia 

National Trust climbed Gros Piton on October 

10, 2010 as part of a global project called One 

Day on Earth (10.10.10). The aim of the project 

was to encourage thousands of participants from 

around the world to film something of interest 

within the 24 hour period of October 10 th . 

Gros Piton which falls within the Pitons Manage-

ment Area (PMA) in Soufriere and designated as a World Heritage Site in June 2004 was 

selected to give the rest of the world an opportunity to witness this breathtaking piece of 

nature and to arouse a sense of appreciation for the environment in the participants. Al-

though nineteen individuals began the climb, only seventeen were able to conquer the ma-

jestic mountain. Whatõs even more fascinating is that the group experienced this hike on 

10.10.10, a date that we will have to wait another hundred years to write like this.  

Go to http://www.onedayonearth.org/group/slunatrust  to see footage of the hike.  

Participants of 10.10.10  

Made it at last!   

What a  breathtaking view !  

 

 

This has been a difficult year for the Trust and for heritage preservation. As the pressures grow on the 

environment under the umbrella of development and jobs, the damages caused by hurricane Tomas can-

not be blamed as an act of God. Insurance companies could find the expression useful in avoiding expen-

sive insurance claims. Deforestation, poor building practices, and bad solid waste management all con-

tributed to the destruction. The unusually heavy rains, not only in Saint Lucia but also worldwide is but 

one of the consequences of global warming.  

 

We could look at the disaster as a painful but useful lesson, when the cost of rebuilding and repairs 

amount to hundreds of millions of dollars.  

 

The Trust and its membership should advocate that the Saint Lucia National Trust is not the only organization responsible for  

protecting the environment and our patrimony. Let us all join to protect the heritage for all of us and for future generation s. 

On behalf of Council, Staff and Membership of the Trust, I wish all a joyful season and a productive year.  

SLNT Takes Part in yet another Global Project  

 Christmas Message  

Petite Piton from a distance  

The four hours of trekking begins !  

Dr. Gregor Williams  

http://www.onedayonearth.org/group/slunatrust
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This is a publication of the Saint Lucia National Trust, P.O. Box 595, Castries, Saint Lucia,  Tel. 4525005/ 4531495,  Fax; 4 532791 

Email: natrust@candw.lc;   Website: www.slunatrust.org  

 

 

 

 The snapshots below tell the story of what transpired when Staff and Councilors got together for their end  of year  activity .   


