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What an Anniversary Weekend it was, as the Saint Lucia
National Trust (SLNT) celebrated its 36th Anniversary with

a tour of its newest acquisition, Morne Pavillon in Cap Es-
tate on Saturday, September 24th followed by an exciting

Family Fun Day at Pointe Sable Beach in Vieux Fort on

Sunday, September 25th.

Over 50 Members and
friends of the Trust partici-
pated in the Morne Pavillon

Tour which was ably guided

by the Friends of Morne
Pavillon; Geoffrey Jennings
Clark, Sharmon Hamber and Collette McDermott. According
to one of our members, Mr s .
was a very good opportunity for me to give my children a

chance to enjoy nature and to appreciate what we now see as

the patrimony of Saint Luci a
that for the work of the Tru
tant that Saint Lucians come on board and join the effort of

protecting nature and our hi s

Despite the bleak weather outlook, we were graced with a
radiant and beautiful sunny day at Pointe Sable Beach bet-

ter known as Sandy Beach in Vieux Fort. Patrons got an
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opportunity to learn more about the Trust and the Ponte Sable
Environment Protection Area (PSEPA). We look forward to
partnering with everyone who signed up to become members of
the Trust strive towar

as we

mony. Apart from the educational component, the day was
filled with one fun activity after the next for both children and
adults. These activities were three -legged race, sack race, lime
and spoon race, donut eating contest, a small goal football com-
petition and the Wacky Boat race.

Although there were only two competi-

tors in the Wacky

Controversy®6 and

Herd, the two team

a great tiche frora begirmingdtmthe erd a F

of this spectacular event, as the vivid

MC, Shayne Cherry puts it owhat s
ba Ardels dieonmi $§ yi, osthhe pbookedi odt anc
hame bderdsiucdesdfsbnkb, tbuts |i unploirl-y
troversyd went back along witfh th
Botylb. boat s were made from recycl el
versyd was made out of wused 5 gal
Styrofoam from an old fridge and old restaurant seats. The

winning team was captained by Cyril Saltibus and sponsored

by Mark Cozier of Paradise Springs. They won an all  -inclusive

Day trip for six on Carnival Sailing. Although the team is de-

termined to retain their title next year, Mr. Ken Charles, the
Captain of 6Hook Line and Sinmnk H
year they wildl wi n. Mr . Charlles ¢
them and we will be going back to
The Trust was established on September 26, 1975 to preserve

buildings, objects of historic and architectural interest and

areas of natural beauty together with their animal and plant

life, for present and future generations. Presently, the Trust

has over 600 members. So if for some reason you are not yet a
member, join today and help conser




Open Day Highlights

On 1st January 2008, Saint Lucia achieved great success out of HCFCs wi || reduce Saint Luc
with the phase -out of Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) two (2) gases, leading to climate benefits. HCFC phase out also offers an

years ahead of the 2010 global target. This accomplishment  opportunity to switch to alternatives that are more energy effi-

was possible as a direct result of the support and collabora-  cient.

tion of manufacturers, importers and users of CFCs as well In celebration of its preparation and approval, an official launch-

as financial support from the Multilateral Fund of the Mont- ing of the HPMP was held on Wednesday, 14th September 2011

real Protocol, Environment Canada and United Nations En- at the Royal by Rex St. Lucian Hotel. Pertinent details of the

vironment Programme (UNEP).  The phase -out of CFCs, plan were presented to the key stakeholders including refrigera-

however, marked the beginning of the phase -out of the next tion and air conditioning technicians, importers of ODS, import-

major group of ozone depleting substance (ODS), namely, ers of equipment con-

Hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs). taining ODS and rele-
In October 2010, the Ministry of Physical Development and vant Government
the Environment, through its Sustainable Development and agencies. Also in at-
Environment Division launched a plan to phase out HCFC. tendance was a repre-
The HCFC Phase -Out Management Plan (HPMP) for Saint  sentative from Gre-
Lucia was approved at the 64th Meeting of the Executive nada in their capacity
Committee of the Multilateral Fund in July 2011. The as member of the Ex-
HPMP seeks to outline the necessary policy, legislative, in-  ecutive Committee to
stitutional and other measures necessary to allow Saint Lu- the Montreal Protocol.

cia to phase out the use of HCFCs according to the phase out This HPMP Launch

targets of the Montreal Protocol. HCFC phase -out has been formed part of this

accelerated from a target date of 2040 to an advanced dateof y e ar & s Ozo " e Day

2030 owing to the high global warming potential (GWP) of Celebrations, held annually on 16th September and was very

HCFC which ranges from 76 (HCFC -123) to 2,270 (HCFC much i n keeping with this yeards n
142b). HCFC 22, for instance, which is the main ODSused out, a Uni que Opportunity for Saint
in Saint Lucia, has a GWP of 1,780 or 1780 times greater

Sustainable Development and Environment Division

than that of carbon dioxide. Therefore the accelerated phase Ministry of Physical Development & the Environment



The Sandy Beach area in Vieux Fort boasts

what may well be the island's largest con-
gregation of sea grape trees - certainly the
most easily accessible crop of this native
delicacy. Every summer, hundreds of people
of all ages, sizes and social back grounds
come to Sandy Beach to collect grapes. For
children from some of the lowest -income
households in Vieux Fort, sea grapes are a
welcome addition to their diet and cash
earnings during the summer holidays and
several senior citizens, too, rely on sea grape
harvesting and sales to see them through

the summer.

In 2010, Hurricane Tomas blew down half a
dozen of the most majestic sea grape trees
on Sandy Beach. More recently, remaining
trees have come under attack from a black
fungus ("sooty mold") and mealy bugs, both
of which are attracted by the honeydew ex-
creted onto the leaves by little white flies.
Dozens of trees and bushes are now par-
tially covered with a nasty -looking black
coat of mold, which causes them to drop
their leaves. Several large trees are already
partially denuded and one, which appeared

dead, was recently cut down.

"Save the Sea Grape Trees" Campaign

s \J -

Mr. Thomas Roserie of
Chemico  Manufacturing
(based in Vieux Fort) has
graciously offered to spon-
sor the dishwashing liquid
required. The Vieux Fort
Town Council is consider-
ing our request to have
some of their workers as-
sist in trimming and
spraying the trees. The
National Conservation

Authority has a clean -up

Unless we act quickly, nearby sea

grape trees will soon meet the
same fate. Even the large sea
grape tree in front of the Museum,
which was partially uprooted dur-
ing the hurricane, is now fast
turning black and losing its leaves.

That's the bad news.

The good news is that sooty mold,
mealy bugs and white fly infesta-
tion can be treated relatively
cheaply and easily, and in an envi-
ronmentally friendly manner, by
trimming off dead branches and
spraying the rest of the tree with a
mixture of water and dishwashing

liquid.

The Southern Chapter of the Na-
tional Trust is launching a cam-
paign to Save the Sea Grape Trees
by bringing together a number of
key players. Mr. Winston Elliot
and Leroy St. Louis of the Minis-
try of Agriculture are providing

expertise and support services.

team on the beach who we
will be approached for practical assistance
as well. The Chairman of the Southern
Tourism Development Corporation has
been informally informed and asked to be
kept abreast. Volunteers from the South-
ern Chapter are currently organizing the
plan-of-action, trying to source a mist
blower, and will be involved in monitoring
the trees' progress.

Jolien Harmsen
Southern Chapter Member
Saint Lucia National Trust

OUR MISSION

The SLNT champions Fair
Hel ends pat

OUR VISION

The natural and historica
patrimony of Saint Lucia
Is conserved for present
and future
generations




The story behind 600Organic Farming; L
It is never too late to videographer, editor and animator who works at the Gov-
fuel a new passion or | |ernment Information Service. After scripting and many
*’ ’\Ir learn a new skill. When | tweaking based on recommendations by my assigned men-
A‘ Wl embarked on this film | |tors, I felt confident t o begin fiming, at the Zimbabwe
project | had no idea that Farm located in Babonneau. There | met most of the mem-
the journey would have bers from ICAR who have made organic farming not only
been so challenging yet | | of soy beans but a wide variety of other produce a part of
! fulfilling. In the latter their daily lives. | then realized that this minority group,
part of 2010 the Director of the Saint Lucia National Trust, which is often misjudged is making a meaningful contribu-
Mr. Bishnu Tulsie placed a poster on my desk titled tion to society and to the environment. | wanted the video
6Cari bbean Science & Agri cul t|uoshowEhatlthis rel&tively snthk groupbdabquielt ielted o n
201060. I n all honesty, what arusgidnce, tathnologytahdeénnovative methads to airyrostt | wa s
the attractive prizes in Euros but as my journey unfolded | their farming practices. Furthermore, what was interest-
got a greater appreciation for agriculture, a new passion for ing about the group is that| thei
script writing and film production and most importantly | got not only about farming soy beans but it was also about the
a chance to meet other enthusiastic youngsters from across production of tofu and other by -products of soy beans. This
the region. aspect of the project brought me to Natty Well Processing
The competition encouraged the use of Information Commu- Plant in Castries, where | saw firsthand the transforma-
nication Technologies (ICTs) by young professionals in im- tion of soy beans to tofu.
proving the environment for agricultural science and innova- Aiter a few enquires | found out that this practice was
tion in the Caribbean region. The first challenge was to find very rare in the Caribbean and this niche market that the
an appropriate yet interesting subject to create a video about. Rastafarians have tapped into is an example that can be
Immediately, | remembered a news story | saw where a group replicated in other parts of the region. | wanted the video
of Rastafarians from the lyanola Multi -Purpose Society em- to show that soy production and organic farming which
barked on a project call ed 08|1 %133/ h|gl?lyol§bour|_|ri1tq,ns&v8 ha\\f\?htqeé)%tem'?lsto Cbe?tei marily
aimed at addressing the unhealthy eating habits practiced by much needed jobs. Additionally, I wanted the video to
many Saint Luci ans. | proceed eh'&’h“gthtc}hatéhg HOPS}P@W em%safqr @%tabgit% tgrn, Il ronod
Alexander, the President of the lyanola Council for the Ad- in that instead of importing so |
vancement of Rastafari (ICAR) for permission to submit a Lifed Project shows the potentisa
concept to the competition®s gr}datiéewﬁlagdgwgwr%glﬁn |n{0ﬁ8rlm%e§p8r§)eroffs%yr Lifebd
Project. products. Although our submission did not receive an offi-
cial prize, | do believe it has a winning message which is
Despite Hurricane Tomasd pl an }]o del ay the su m%ssi on_ of |my
the promotion of farming practices that foster the sustain-
concept, electricity was restored and | was able to complete .
able use of the environment and the need to support the
the first phase of the competition. Soon thereafter, | was se- . . . .
vast potential of organic soy production. The relevant Min-
lected for phase two of the competition which included an . . ) )
istries will be contacted in order to get the video some pub-
intensive training workshop in Trinidad and Tobago in De- L . R
licity and Mr. Leonce and | will also explore placing it on
cember 2010. After leaving the workshop | knew | had to in- . . .
various social media.
tensify my search for a suitable and skilled videographer who
would be able to help bring my story to life. | found this indi-
) ) . Karetta Crooks Charles
vidual in the person of Mr. Alwali Leonce, a self taught SLNT Communications & Advocacy Officer




The New Mama Islands Inicrpretaizon Condre

The building housing the Maria Islands Interpretation Centre was formally re -opened by the Saint Lucia National Trust at

il a ceremony on Wednesday, July 27, 2011. The Centre was renovated under the OECS
Protected Areas and Associated Livelihoods Project (OPAAL) after several years of
being closed given its dilapidated state. The main purpose of the Interpretation Centre

¢l is to provide information and knowledge on the various natural, historical and cultural

resources which exist within the Pointe Sable Environmental Protection Area

nent presence in the south of Saint Lucia. In order to achieve this goal, the centre will

be fully equipped with artefacts and other interpretation material which reflect the charac-
ter and essence of the PSEPA.

SLNT Director, Bishnu Tulsie said in his remarks that this building and the work to be

undertaken signifies the commitment of the Trust to the protection and conservation of the
natural, historical and cultural resources which exist within the PSEPA and by extension,
the south. He also reiterated that the Trust supports development within this area as long

as it is compatible with the conservation requirements which guide this protected area.

4 The re-opening ceremony featured remarks by vari-
2o ous officials from the OECS Environment and Sustainable Development Unit and
8 the Saint Lucia National Trust. Following these remarks, there was the cutting of
the ribbon by a participant in the Youth Environment Forum which signified the
official re -opening of the building. The guests were then treated to a tour of the reno-

| vated facility.

The renovation involved the replacement of the roof, repair and reconstruction of the
walls, re -installation of the electrical and data communications and the replacement of the flooring within the building.
The renovation of the interpretation centre was funded by the World Bank, the Global Environment Facility and the Fond
Francais Pour | denvironnement Mondi al (FFEM) .

Programme officer - South
Saint Lucia National Trust,

Anthony Sammie

Youth Environment Forum 2011

ol didnoét | ike the fact the camp was only for one weeko g
These are only two of the many commendations given by the
ronment Forum 2011. A total of 68 youngsters, ages 7 to 17 participated in the programme. However, this year YEF was
held simultaneously from July 25 to 29 at the Castries Comprehensive Secondary School for participants in the north and

at the Vieux Fort Technical Secondary School in the south.

The theme for this yearods forum was OForests for Peopl ebd
value and importance of forests to our daily lives and their contribution to many livelihoods. Before the participants were
introduced to various topics pertaining to the theme they

your r ol e i n c on sTesusefulrsgssian byedu&ator, MshFdrtuna Anthony set the pace for the rest of the
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week. We are thankful to the Forestry Department, the Min-
istry of Agriculture and its Biodiversity Section, the Sustain-
able Development and Environment Division, the Caribbean
Environmental Health Institute and Ms. Adline Eudovic,
who collaborated with us to engage the participants in a
such 0Fo

myriad of

Wat er shed

topics as

and Management 6 an
among many other stimulating subjects. Once again we tried

to translate what was taught in the classroom into reality by
taking the participants to various educational and exciting
field trips. Some of these trips were to the Des Cartier Na-
ture Trail, Our Planet Center, Union Trail and Zoo; there

the participants planted 40 Latanier Palms and the Rain

Forest Sky Rides.

The grand closing ceremony, which brought participants
from the north and the south was held at the Pigeon Island
National Landmark. The students from the various groups
made special presentations in poetry and drama. Addition-
ally, the participants displayed their art and craft work. Par-
ticipants, attending sponsors, the SLNT Youth Chapter and
the Southern Chapter volunteers received certificates of par-
ticipation and appreciation. A definite highlight for the
youngsters was the tasty eats and drinks, such as cakes,
Dominodés pizza and snacks
sors. Participants also won great prizes such as Super J
vouchers, cellular phones, snhuba and catamaran tours

among other prizes thanks to our sponsors.

We will be continuing
with the school visits
to ascertain how the
|16 Greeni ng H
| projects are progress-
‘

| ing. Secondly, all YEF

p

y

2011 participants will
be challenged to de-
vise and implement

an environmental

project, which could
YEF t heg

The challenge will be publicized in newspapers and on radio

either |l ook at for mer

stations. The grand prize will be a desktop ~ computer for

-
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the winning school compliments Digicel St. Lucia. Special
prizes will also be given to outstanding YEF participants
who would have worked assiduously at making their pro-

jects a reality.

After three years of education and creating awareness of

%n%liFor‘?‘men?api%uesl,‘ \Levst?ohdly ri!)eqie({/&gtf?e' nextost'tzepoig t6 S

0Carbon

Sequestratlfonob ners

to explore develop-

lessons
\ learned during for-
YEFs. The
"' Trust hopes that all
YEF

mer

participants
will be enthused
and ready to take
on this challenge as we try to improve their advocacy skills
in environmental and heritage conservation which we hope
will strengthen our work towards a more beautiful and sus-

tainable Saint Lucia.

Thanks to our many volunteers and sponsors who made YEF
2011 a reality. Special thanks to the Saint Lucia Electricity

Services Limited; Bank of Saint Lucia; Bank of Nova Scotia;
dat ed Limited:;

Consol i Foods

Pizza; Bank of Nova Scotia; Cox and Company; Windward &
Weegwarg Brewery;; Reteryapd, Goginany cLignited: JAG Ipcf; o
Island Adventures; Royal Bank of Canada; Rain Forest Sky

Rides; Paradise Springs, and Veronica Griffith Catering.




National Trust Corporate Fit Challenge

Congratulations to our First Corporate Fit Challenge (CFC) completers,

Saint Lucia National Trust. 15 employees have undergone 6 weeks of
regular workouts, healthy eating and a whole lot of encouragement from

their coworkers and Sportivo CFC coaches. Between them they lost
nearly 100 pounds and 50 inches! Most importantly they had fun and

found ways to become fitter and healthier and make lifelong changes for
themselves and their families. Participants described the challenge as
"challenging yet fun", "never boring" and an "excellent first move to a

healthier and fitter you". We wish them every success in maintaining a

healthy lifestyle and look forward to seeing them keep up the great
work!

Marie Piazza, Sportivo Fithess

U peoming A ctivites

1 Quarterly Membership Meeting October 08, Spinners Union from
1:00 p.m.
1 36th Annual General Meeting To Be Announced

1 Membership Activity November 11




