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Basking in Nature’s Delight

Asst. Chief Forest Officer, Adams Toussaint, briefs
participants prior to commencement of expedition

Twenty-nine Members, Staff and friends of the Saint Lucia

National Trust took part in an exciting Bird Watching Expe-

dition on Sunday, June 12 in observance of World Environ-

ment Day, (celebrated on June 5th).
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as such our outingg
was twofold; we
learned more about
birds and some of the [
threats which put
certain species at risk

and we also learned

about the forests and
the significance of some of the flora and fauna found therein.

The expedition was held in collaboration with the Forestry
Department and ably led by Assistant Chief Forest Officer,

Mr. Adams Toussaint. The journey took us to Praslin, the Des

Cartier Rain Forest Trail
Bay Wet-

lands. At the various stops,

B
o

and Savannes

participants got a bit con-
fused at times as it was dif-
ficult to Esinguishdbetween
the actual sounds of the

bird and the bird calls

Ay

ttguge 4h(!m [ éZ)n{e closer.

Some of bird-watchers were fortunate enough to sight the

White Thrasher,

which Mr. Toussaint made

Breasted
which unfortunately is a criti- |
cally endangered species. The
Bullfinch, the Purple-throated
Carib, the Blue Heron, Snow
Egret and, of course, our na- &
tional bird, the Amazona Versi- |
color among many others were - »
seen during the trip. Although E
it took what felt like long inter- |-

vals between some of the sightings it was a day well spent

basking in natureds delight.




SLNT Chairman Mr. Sylvester Clauzel (left) and OF
Project Gardinator , Mrs. Susanna Scott (right)|g
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with one livelihood operator within the PSEPA

The OECS Protected Areas and Associated
Livelihoods Project (OPAAL) is in its final
stages of completion. In the last three
months, the emphasis has been on the com-
pletion of the sustainable livelihoods sub
project and the renovation of the Maria Is-
lands Interpretation Centre. These two pro-
jects are key components of the OPAAL pro-
ject which significantly contribute to the
objectives of promoting biodiversity conser-
vation and community livelihoods.

The sustainable livelihoods sub project com-
menced officially in May 2010 at a launch-
ing ceremony in Vieux-Fort which saw the
signing of a memorandum of understanding
between the Saint Lucia National Trust and
the Site Implementing Entity of the liveli-
hoods sub project. The sub project is geared
towards providing operators within the
Pointe Sable Environmental Protection Area
(PSEPA) with the capacity, skills and re-
sources necessary to enhance their liveli-
hood operations.

The livelihood operators under considera-
tion include: charcoal producers, sea-moss
farmers, fishers, horse-back riders, crafts
producers and boat operators. All of these
resource users underwent various training
experiences to enhance their skills base.
This was followed by the procurement of
tools, materials and equipment to develop

their products and improve their efficiency.

The livelihoods sub project offi-

cially came to a close on Friday,
June 24, 2011 with a handing over
ceremony at which the livelihood
operators received their tools, ma-
terials and equipment. As part of
the sub project, a consultant was
contracted to prepare a compre-
hensive business plan for the live-
lihood operators within the Pointe
Sable
Area (PSEPA).

Environmental Protection

The aim is to develop and promote
the various products within the
area with a view to strengthening
livelihoods pursuits and moving

towards sustainable livelihoods.

OPAAL winding down to a close

Renovation works on the Maria Islands
Interpretation Centre commenced in April
2011. The main work packages comprise:
the replacement of the roof, the recon-
struction and repair of the walls and re-
placement and repair of the flooring in the
building.

The World Bank through the OECS Envi-
ronment and Sustainable Development
Unit is responsible for funding the re-
placement of the roof and the reconstruc-

tion of the walls while the Trust will fund

the floor works. In addition to these main
elggickages, the renovation includes replace-
(ranent of the cupboards, toilet facilities as
well as repainting. The renovation is ex-
pected to be completed by July 17, 2011 to
be followed by a grand re-opening on July
27, 2011. The re-opening will also be
merged with the closure of the OPAAL
project, which comes to an end on July 31,
2011.

This newly renovated building is expected
to serve as a fully functioning interpreta-
tion centre, not only for Maria Islands but
also for the PSEPA.

Anthony Sammie
OPAAL Site Manager
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Taking a Green Approach to Development in Saint Lucia

With the continuing need
to achieve a balance be-
tween economic develop-
ment and the sustain-

able use of our natural

bl

The Green Economy is one such path, and to this end, Saint

resources, economies

have been exploring new

paths of development.
Lucia has taken a turn towards adopting a green economy.
According to the United Nations Environment Programme, a
Gr een Ec oo gt redults in improved human well-
being and social equity, while significantly reducing environ-
ment al and
efficient use of natural resources, social equity and creates

new opportunities such as new partnerships and green jobs.

It is with this vision that the Second National Environment
and Development Forum (NEDF2) was held on Thursday 9th
2011, t he
The

Theme:
NEDF2

June under

Green Economyo. wa
Physical Development and the Environment through the Sus-
tainable Development and Environment Division and the
National Environment Commission (NEC). The NEDF2
sought to provide a forum for public and private sector agen-
cies, as well as community service organizations (CSOs) to
examine the term 0The Green E
tional economy, sensitize the public and private sectors and
CSOs, as well as the general public on the GE, determine how
the GE can be used to promote green jobs and improve the
overall output of businesses, begin to develop a national posi-
tion on GE and to commence the national process for prepar-
ing for Rio +20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable

Development during which nations will discuss the GE.

At the forum, representatives from the Barbados Ministry of
Environment, Water Resources and Drainage presented their
experiences with pursuing this developmental path, provided
insight into the challenges which can be expected and high-
lighted the need to develop partnerships with the private
sector. The Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI)

shared its experience with the GE from a

ecol odigeenlecormmyaleadsitd|i

regional perspective. It was noted that the GE can be seen
as a new method of engaging private sector and others in

achieving sustainable development.

A main part of the NEDF was a panel discussion on the
GE within the Saint Lucia context. Experts representing
forestry/biodiversity, climate/ozone, tourism, energy/
renewable energy and banking presented their interpreta-
tion of the GE within their relevant areas. NEDF2 recog-
nized the importance of engaging all sectors in pursuing
this path. It was also noted that key areas such as waste
management, green architecture, social equity, agriculture
and transport need to be addressed in perusing a Green
Economy. In order to continue discussions a follow-up to
1\?13?)92 will be held to move discussions further towards

adopting a greener path for Saint Lucia.

Donnalyn Charle
Sustainable Developme
& Environment Office
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The P&rfect Dresd for yout PigeMn 181an8l Pdradise\Weddi

Choosing a dress for your lovely out-
doors Pigeon Island Wedding is not
as difficult as many persons believe.
Brides have the option of getting
married in any colour or style of dress
that expresses their personality or
taste. White has long been accepted
as the traditional color of the wed-
ding dress, but wedding gowns were
not always white. Brides in cultures
around the world have married in a variety of vibrant col-
ors, attaching different meanings to each color. Some have
universal meaning; purple and gold for royalty, white for
purity and black for death. Here are a few others:
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Morocco: Bright yellow, because it scares away the evil
eye; or green, because it is the color of plants and brings
good luck.

Africa: Colors and patterns are worn that represent their
villages.

China: Red, the color of joy and luck.

To book your paradise wedding at one of our many
enchanting locations at Pigeon Island, please call Ms. La-
toya Myers at 4525005/4531495 or email:
weddings@slunatrust.org .




A Promising Prospect for Pigeon Island

wh o

attended

We would like to thank all Members and
friends of the Saint Lucia National Trust

trial run of the Pigeon I|Island Open Air Cinema
enchanting experience of watching the film under the stars received raving reviews. Plans are well underway to organize an-
other viewing, weather permitting. Here are a few pictures and comments from patrons who attended the activity.

0 We loved that it was a family experience, everybody
could enjoy it at a different level, kids playing, adults
chatting, picnicking and then the movie we all loved.

| think it works (a) as a fun evening out which helps
us all to appreciate Pigeon Island National Park even
more, (b) as an educational experience and (c) it
could be a great fund raiser for SLNT 0.

O0The location was great, the screen was clear and a
perfect size and after a little adjustment the sound
was excellent.......... my family and friends would
definitely like to see another Sunday Matinee. Con-

gratul ations on an excel

|l ent

sports a host of unique features.

Luci

oOur Pl anet 0 & estamtd-of-théart, the very first of its kind anywhere in the
world, animation centre was opened in May at La Place Carenage. The highly interac-
tive centre that is based on cutting edge technology seeks to promote awareness of con-

serving the earthds environment, beginning

Director, Sarah Adams says the recently formed organization - 6 Ou r Pl anet|é

that Saint Lucia, with its largely unspoiled beauty and environment, was the ideal place to begin the movement of saving
the Earth.
Our Planet Centre currently occupies the two top floors at La Place, replacing the Desmond Skeete Animation Centre. The

highly interactive and technologically savvy Centre is fully staffed by nationals and currently employs about 18 people and

It has the biggest mirror-sphere in the world; boasts a hologram of Prince Charles that was recorded specifically for Saint
a ONASA Roomd6 with features built by NASA
In fact every evening, NASA downloads information to the Centre, ensuring that the island is up to date on the latest
trends in weather patterns around the world, tracking earthquakes, tsunamis and the formation of hurricanes.

Our Planet Centre has several firsts for Saint Lucia - two snow machines that will allow patrons to view Castries Harbour
through a snowstorm; several huge touch screens, fully computerized game boards that will allow visitors to the Centre
learn about protecting the environment; a hurricane room; a fully equipped movie room complete with lasers, smoke and
wind machines that simulate the experience of being caught in a storm and an interactive floor that patrons can walk onto
as it teaches them about the endangered species of Saint Lucia.
Our Planet Centre targets all Saint Lucians, but especially students of various levels. It can also be used as a teaching tool
for educators on the island. It will also vigorously target cruise ship visitors during the tourist season, to better explain the

fragility and importance of the earth and its significance to mankind.

By: Sharon Williams
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Saint Lucia’s Pilot Programme for Climate Resilience

dlSai nt LSewmndadirg Mis-

sion for the Pilot Programme for
Climate Resilience (PPCR) was
held from May 10-11, 2011. The

Mission team comprised the World

Bank, the International Finance
Corporation; the Inter-American Development Bank, and
the PPCR Consultant for the Regional Track. Other partners
represented were the Japanese International Cooperation
Agency, the OECS-ESDU and the National Emergency Man-

agement Organisation.

During day two of Mission, private sector participants from
local banks, financial institutions, the Saint Lucia Develop-
ment Bank and several players in the hotel and tourism sec-
tor were also provided with an overview of potential modali-

ties for engaging in the PPCR.

Throughout the consultative process, there were recurring
themes, projects and interventions that facilitated the selec-
tion of the final suite of

Investment Plan. As the impacts of climate change become
increasingly evident, Saint Lucia will be confronted with the
need to implement adaptation strategies with greater ur-
gency. However, for these strategies to be effective, they
have to reflect the fact that natural and human systems in
Saint Lucia are being simultaneously subjected to other non-
climate stresses including population growth, competition
for limited resources, ecosystem degradation, and the dy-
namics of social change and economic transformation. There-
fore, the Government of Saint Lucia seek to ensure that re-
sponses to climate change are properly coordinated and inte-
grated with socio-economic development policies and envi-

ronmental conservation.

The enhancement of resilience at various levels of society,
through tangible interventions, capacity building, education
and awareness, research and knowledge management, effi-
cient resource allocation and the mainstreaming of climate
risk management into development policies at the national
and local scale, will constitute key elements of the Saint Lu-
cia adaptation framework. Overall, Saint Lucia is seeking to
access up to USD 5 Million 8 7 Million in grant funding un-
der the PPCR, subject to the availability of resources in the

B

funding envelope for the Caribbean Region.

Saint Lucia is also requesting USD10 Million in concessional
funding, again, subject to the availability of resources in the

regional funding envelope.

Saint Lucia is further requesting a Project Preparation
Grant of USD 375,760 to be advanced from the grant funds
requested under the PPCR. These funds are to be used for
the conduct of studies and assessments ahead of project im-
plementation and to secure technical support for project
preparation and implementation readiness.

Sai Luci ads

nt strategic

prog
woven with the broader fabric of disaster risk reduction
(DRR). Thus, co-financing under the PPCR will be achieved
through a synergistic blend, with financial resources made
available under the national and regional components of the
Disaster Vulnerability Reduction Project (DVRP), and this
will allow for the upscaling of the SPCR (Strategic Pro-

gramme for Climate Resilience) implementation activities.

'Bhie ®YRPsis cortemtly inndesign phase, ®ishi thetpotentiat) i

for accessing International Development Association (IDA)
funding of USD 10-15 million. Discussions with the propo-
nents of the DVRP at the national level have confirmed com-
plementarity with the activities outlined in the SPCR and
that these will help to form the basis for further elaboration
of the DVRP. As Sai 4
PPCR funding and DVRP co-financing and will be managed

such, nt
accordingly, with the Sustainable Development Environ-
ment Division (SDED) and the [
Project Coordination Unit (PCU)
of the two NEAs, playing lead

roles. Other co-financing possi-

bilities are also being explored.

A PPCR team from Saint Lucia represented the island at a
Climate Investment Funds (CIF) Forum, PPCR Pilot

Country and PPCR Sub ~ -Committee meetings in South
Africa on June 28, 2011, wher e

Investment Plan was presented and defended and subse-

S

quently endorsed. A SPCR update meeting is being planned
for July 21, 2011.
Dawn PierreNathoniel
Sustainable Development
& Environment Officer
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Introducing “Tim Tim the River Crayfish”

Il magine a world without rivers, streams and

fetched but our waterways are affected at the hands of man, whether directly and indirectly.
by

an effort to educate children about the importance of the Riviére Dorée River which played a

. OTim Tim the River Crayfish6, was written Educator and

significant role to many families of the community many years ago. This interesting book,

vivacious illustrations by the aut

a 06Colouring & Activity
The Book Launch was held on Friday, June 24, 2011 at the Pigeon Island National Land-

with its

Bookd.

mark. The Saint Lucia National Trust, a part sponsor of this publication, fully supports this initiative and encourages

everyone to obltian nTian o dcpey Rad fwhed is i€ hine withi osrm@ndate to promote the conservation

of Saint Luciads natur al resources.
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U peoning Activities

Youth Environment Forum

owa MT

SLNT Anniversary Open Day

Opening of renovated Maria Island Interpretation Centre
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Latoya Myers - 1st
Bishnu Tulsie - 5t

|Karetta Crooks Charles 16
Denia Georgg- 20t ‘

A Ierla Francois- 20th
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June -

Astrid Montoute - 24t
Lucretia Remy - 28th
v

How do you expect me to remember

your birthday, when you never look \‘
any older?

Happy Birthday! z




Earth Day Activity 0 Southern Style

We celebrate Earth Day in many ways. Ironically, for the members of the
Southern Chapter, our celebration commenced with the handing over of the
keys for the Maria Islands Interpretation Centre to the contractor for the re-
habilitation of the centre.

We continued our celebration by caring for our southern coastline. On the
morning of Friday, April 22 2011, members of the Southern Chapter con-
verged on the L3AN i i
-Fortds most south

first glance our faces dropped with
disappointment at the sight of gar-
bage scattered along the shoreline. A
quick assessment of the area revealed that there was much work to be done.
However, we were not intimidated. We worked long and hard to restore the

greenery to this part of the island.

As boatloads of persons came in to L&

importance of Earth Day and handed out garbage bags. We sensitized them to .

the importance of keeping the environment clean and received assurances that they too would do their part to keep

Mother Earth clean. We collected sixteen (16) bags of garbage. The most disturbing revelation was the number of empty
alcoholic beverages bottles collected.

As the sun set on Earth Day, members of the Southern Chapter erected tents
in preparation for our Earth Day/Easter camp. It gave true meaning to em-

naded by the waves and crick-
ets. Members gathered around
a bonfire to recall stories of
manje de coucher, (food Ileft
overnight), kwibich wotl
(roasted crayfish) and, well, we
laughed our bellies full as we
recalled tales from our grand-

parents.

Later, the group, led by Councillor Saltibus, discussed the possibility of the
adoption of the beach, erecting proper signage and a system of proper gar-
bage disposal along with a maintenance programme.

With sand, stones and sea water, members created a sand b
Earth Day SLNTO.

Earth Day Southern Chapter style ended on a clean note. One could even say that the beach breathed a sigh of relief and
await our promised return every Sunday.

By: Cyril J Saltibus
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Earth Day : Film Premiere

We decided to try something approach devel o
new in observance of Earth Day
1 2011 which fell on Good Friday
this year. Although our regular
staging of Soley Kouché was
missed, we received many en-
couraging feedback regarding -

the live televised broadcast of anced way which is mindful of our resourceful yet frag-
ourfilmé Sai nt Luci aljllepanyiropmentg n g

Studio audience at film premiefa t i on un d e whidhr e &

D

The Saint Lucia National
Trust echoes his sentiments,

as we have repeatedly stated »
that we are pro-development, |
once it is carried out in a bal- [EEEEE

- . ) ) - 5Uch‘S1"15:{111‘?ately, our memories tend to evade us as we
was followed by an interactive panel discussion. The 28 minute forget the places like Praslin. As a follow up to the

film highlighted the developmental pressures affecting the North viewing, an educational hike was held on May 28t
Eastern corridor of the island which is rich in biodiversity and which brought Members, staff and friends of the Trust
the need for there to be balance be-

tween development and conservation.

1| | to some of the areas highlighted in the film, namely,
x\\'} Grande Anse, Marquis and Louvet. Participants got an
7\ opportunity to see firsthand the rich biodiversity of

|| | these areas before they are transformed by develop-
ment (several areas within the North Eastern Quad-
rant have been earmarked for hotel development). The
group was ably led by

The knowledgeable panelists consisted
of the SLNT Chairman, Mr. Sylvester
Clauzel; Acting Chief Forest Officer,
Mzr. Michael Bobb; Sustainable Devel-
opment and Environment Officer, Ms. :

Lavern Walker and Caribbean Youth View of Grande Anse | | Wild Life Expert, Mr.
Donald Anthony and

Mr. Peter Felix, a
member.  Albeit a
strenuous expedition

. under the scorching
pher Cox, one of the audience members as well as a resource . .
sun, 1t was an experi

person featured in the fil m, °1ehnceeeﬁjo'yédrﬂya"ﬁaw%o f a L gh g aity,
. : : Participants learn of development

was 1mpactf1.11. Hopefully, somek?ody at tl'le hlghes.t policy level | | i1 ded. plans for Louvet Estate

would have listened so that we will see a difference in how we

Environment Network Representative, Ms. Mareen Alexander.
The viewing, which was held on April 26 at the studios of Helen
Television System, allowed for contributions from an in-studio
audience and phone calls from viewers. According to Dr. Christo-

Good Start to ECFHOs Grieedy
ECFHG6s Greedy for Green 2011 got off

to a productive start with a clean up activity at the Praslin Beach on the east coast of the island on Sun-
day, April 17th, ECFH staff volunteers decked out in their Greedy for Green t-shirts joined staff members
from the Saint Lucia National Trust, representatives of Lucian Aid, a community group, and members of

the Praslin Community for the clean-up exercise. The Ministry of Communi-

cations and Works also provided heavy equipment and labour to undertake

| ECFH | Voluntee*s

the major tasks associated with the clean-up of the beach.
The Greedy for Green team of volunteers got to work removing unsightly debris and garbage that

was all along the beach and its environs. They were assisted by very grateful residents and their

children who participated eagerly in the undertaking. Some ECFH volunteers also assisted the

SLNT Volunteers

Ministryds team with the more strenuous activiti—es—of r—emov|fi ng
debris. It was certainly a day of hard but rewarding work that was appreciated by the community of Praslin.

Many thanks to the ECFH Greedy for Green team that turned out on this occasion. Do look out for the next activity which

will be announced soon so you can be a part of ensuring that we keep Saint Lucia green and clean. Ayodele Hippolyte

Assistant Manager
Corporate Communications & Customer Care

This is a publication of the Saint Lucia National Trust, P.O. Box 595, Castries, Saint Lucia, Tel. 4525005/ 4531495, Fax; 4532791
Email: natrust@candw.Ic; Website: www.slunatrust.org




